Human Trafficking Indicator Chart*
If one condition from each category is met the result is human trafficking.

CATEGORIES
PROCESS
The actions or steps taken to
obtain a person to be trafficked.

WAYS/MEANS
Methods used to keep a person
in the trafficking process.

GOAL
The reason or purpose for trafficking a person.

Recruitment
The process of attracting and
selecting persons for a specific
purpose.

Threat
A statement of an intention to
inflict pain, injury, damage, or
other hostile action on a person,
or his/her family, in retribution
for something done or not done.

Prostitution
Sexual activity with someone for
money.

Transportation
A system or means of moving
persons from place to place by
means of a vehicle, aircraft, or
ship.
Transferring
Moving a person from one place
to another place.
Harboring
Secretly keeping a person in a
specific place.
Receiving
Having a person delivered or
brought to another person.

Coercion
Persuading someone to do
something by using force or
threats.
Abduction
Forcibly taking someone away
against their will.
Fraud
Lies or false promises used to
trick a person in order to take
advantage of him/her.
Deceit
Concealing or distorting the truth
for the purpose of misleading a
person.
Deception
An action or statement intended
to make a person believe something that is not true.
Abuse of Power
Getting a person to do what you
want through the ability to punish or hurt them, or their family,
if they do not comply.

Pornography
Movies, pictures, magazines,
that show naked persons or
people having sex in a very
open and direct way in order to
cause sexual excitement.
Violence/Sexual Exploitation
The sexual abuse of children
and youth through the exchange
of sex or sexual acts for drugs,
food, shelter, protection, other
basics of life, and/or money.
Sexual exploitation includes involving children and youth in
creating pornography and sexually explicit websites.
Forced Labor
Any work or services which
people are forced to do against
their will under the threat of
some form punishment.
Involuntary Servitude
Any work or services people are
forced to do against their will for
the payment of a debt.
Debt Bondage
(With Unfair Wages)
Working for the repayment of a
real or alleged debt, but the victim’s wages are not reasonably
applied toward the payment of
the debt, or there is no limit or
defined length of the victim’s
services.
Slavery
Persons paid for and owned by
another person and forced to
work for that person without pay.
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